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It has been a busy month for SPBHS folks! From groups,
and more community education opportunities, to winning
national awards and advocating in Juneau. 

We are excited for our 2  fundraiser. The Town-Lap Walk-
A-Thon. Join us May 29  for a walk around Homer as we
raise funds to transform our Hillfair Ct property to a Teen
Community Resource Center, where teens can get
assistance accessing services, and we can also run
children’s programing from. Tickets are $35 each, and are
available currently at givebutter.com/tlwalkathon 
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We start this reporting cycle with Donna Duncan leading a
discussion group at West Homer Elementary School on
Technology and Mental Health. Donna was the final
speaker for their series Parenting in the Digital Age. 

SOUTH PENINSULA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES
VOL.  3  ISSUE 4 •   APRIL 2025

The Center Stage

SPBHS

Brian Partridge, President
Tim Sheffel, Secretary 
Morris Richardson, Member
Ahnie Litecky, Member
Jocelyn Brown, Member
John Calhoun, Member
Lisa Harbold-Pitta, Member

SPBHS - THE CENTER STAGE PAGE 01

est 1979

Board of
Directors

Upcoming Events
May 29  - SPBHS Town-Lap
Walk-A-Thon
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SPBHS TL Walk-A-Thon

Parenting in the Digital Age
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 Homer,  A laska –ANCOR,  the
leading voice in Washington
for  community-based disabi l i ty
services providers ,  has
announced that  Br ian Ormond ,
a  direct  support  profess ional  a t
South Peninsula  Behaviora l
Heal th Services ,  has been
named the recipient  of  the
2025 Alaska Direct  Support
Profess ional  of  the year  award .
Br ian jo ins 53 other  honorees
in the 2025 edi t ion of  ANCOR’s
annual  Direct  Support
Profess ional  of  the Year  Awards
program.  This  year ’s  awards
garnered over  500 nominat ions
from across the nat ion ,  a
record-breaking tota l .

“South Peninsula  Behaviora l  Heal th Services is  so proud of  Br ian .  We are thr i l led to
celebrate his  award ,  which represents  his  incredible work .  More important ly,  we
recognize that  his  dedicat ion enables t rue community inc lusion for  the people we
support ”  sa id Ashley Moore ,  Development Director,  SPBHS.  “His  supports  are an example
of  the t ransformat ive power of  community-based ,  person-centered supports  and
services .  We ’ re grateful  that  ANCOR has recognized Br ian with this  nat ional  honor. ”
 
S ince 2007 ,  ANCOR’s  annual  DSP of  the Year  awards recognize outstanding direct
support  profess ionals  (DSPs )  who del iver  long-term services and supports  to people wi th
inte l lectual  and developmental  d isabi l i t ies  ( I /DD) .  The awards celebrate the important
role DSPs p lay in ensur ing people wi th I /DD have what  they need to thr ive and be
included in the community.  
 
These awards a lso seek to ra ise awareness about  a  direct  support  workforce in cr is is .
Inadequate investments in this  essent ia l  workforce have led to a  decades- long severe
shortage of  DSPs ,  which r isks being exacerbated s igni f icant ly  as  Congress weighs
substant ia l  cuts  to Medicaid ,  the program funds most  services del ivered by the direct
support  workforce .

CONGRATULATIONS BRIAN!

BRIAN ORMOND AWARDED
ANCOR’S  2025 ALASKA DSP OF

THE YEAR 
-PRESS RELEASE-



SPBHS - THE CENTER STAGE PAGE 03

2024 - Rhea Simpson
2024 - Ashley Moore
2013 - Mitch Kliemann
2010 - Joe Overdorf
2009 - Bethel Monroe

April
Anniversaries

2025 Key Campaign
This year was the 38  annual Key Campaign, March 18  and 19  in Juneau. “Key
Coalition of Alaska is a non-profit, statewide advocacy group made up of people with
disabilities and their families, friends, and other supporters. Since its beginning in
1988, the goal of the Key Coalition has been to advocate for community-based
services for people with disabilities and their families.” - Key Coalition of Alaska
Website. 
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This year, the Homer Delegation included Shane Kilcher, Brian Ormond, Marianthi
Basdaras, and Tonya McGee. They were able to visit the offices of legislators and
make presentations as well as get updates about relevant legislation currently being
worked on. 

Over 100 delegates from around the state participated this year and worked in groups
according to their appropriate legislative areas, to advocate for the needs of their
communities. 



OR YOU CAN PURCHASE TICKETS
AT THE EVENT




