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Youth on the Move:
Fall Highlights from
The Genter

This season, our community danced, dressed up, and

showed up—again and again—for the future of our youth.

From a sold-out concert at Alice’s Champagne Palace, to a
disco-lit costume bash at SPARC, to the launch of a new
position shaping out-of-school programming across the
region, it's clear that something exciting is taking root.
In this issue:
e Play It Forward raises over $8,000 for the Teen
Community Resource Center
e A new Youth Activities Network Coordinator joins our
team to build lasting partnerships and programs
e Boogie Nights brings families together in full costume
(and full confetti!) to connect with Youth Initiatives
Turn the page and celebrate the momentum. There’s so

much more to come—and we're just getting started.
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LAY T FORWARD

' 3Bands * 1cause « Countless Futures

144 TICKETS SOLD = $2160
EVENT SPONSORS = $2525
NOT AUCTION = $695
ONLINE DONATIONS = $2400
DONATION BUCKET = $258
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" PLAY T FORMARD!

On a crisp autumn evening, the doors of Alice’s Champagne Palace opened to a sold-out
crowd ready to dance, celebrate, and support a vital cause. The Play It Forward
fundraiser, hosted by The Center, was a standing-room-only success—raising over
$8,000 toward the creation of a Teen Community Resource Center in Homer.

The night opened with a heartfelt performance by Madelynn Moore, whose original
songs set the tone with warmth and authenticity. Next came The Tune Weavers, filling
the room with rhythm and harmony that had toes tapping and spirits high. As tables
were cleared and the dance floor opened, The Loathsome Doves brought the evening to
a foot-stomping finale, with the crowd dancing shoulder to shoulder in a show of joyful
solidarity.

It wasn’t just a concert—it was a community gathering with purpose. Every ticket, every
cheer, every song shared was a step toward building a place where teens in our region

can feel safe, seen, and supported.

Thank you to the musicians, volunteers, donors, and everyone who made the night
unforgettable. Together, we're playing it forward—and building something that will echo

for years to come.



Strengthening

Community Ties:
A New Role Supporting Youth Programming

The Center is proud to announce the creation of a
new position: Youth Activities Network Coordinator
—developed in collaboration with Planet Youth
Homer and made possible with support from the
Ravin Family Fund at the Homer Foundation.

The Youth Activities Network Coordinator is
responsible for designing and supporting a
network of comprehensive programs aimed at
strengthening protective factors and reducing
harmful risk-taking in local youth. This includes
overseeing out-of-school programming, cultivating
strong relationships with community partners,
serving on youth-focused boards and committees,
and supporting programmatic and operational
grants in collaboration with an Advisory Panel. The
position will serve young people from
kindergarten through 12th grade across the greater

Homer area.

This role is also an anchor for The Center’s broader
youth strategy, helping connect and expand
programming already in motion. That includes the
work of our Child, Adolescent, and Family Program,
which served more than 120 clients ages 4 to 20
last fiscal year, and our elementary after-school
programming, which currently offers 17 weekly
classes reaching over 150 students. Both will serve
as natural feeder programs into the upcoming
teen-centered offerings housed in our future Teen

Community Resource Center.
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We're excited to welcome Sonja Kontra into this
pivotal role. A recent arrival to Homer, Sonja
brings years of experience in community
engagement, movement-based instruction, and
entrepreneurial initiative. Her work is already
helping energize the calendar with inclusive
events—like the recent Boogie Lights Disco—and
creating space for future collaborations that reflect
the community's growing desire for accessible,

youth-centered activities.

This role reflects The Center’s continued
commitment to youth development, and we look
forward to seeing how Sonja’s coordination and
creativity strengthen the landscape of opportunity

for young people in our region.
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Fall Staff Breakfast




Boogie Nights
Delivers Fun,
Costumes, and
Connection

The SPARC building came alive with color, _
costumes, and confetti as Planet Youth and el

staff from The Center hosted Boogie Nights,a -~~~ . &« =~ .-_ ;
disco-themed celebration designed to bring s et
families together and shine a light on our
growing Youth Initiatives—especially the
expanding After School Program.

Families were greeted with music, movement, and sparkle—alongside helpful information and welcoming
faces from The Center’s youth programs team and representatives from Planet Youth. Guests of all ages
enjoyed a lively costume contest, with categories for ages 0-3, 4-6, and 7-9, plus a photo booth, a confetti-
erupting volcano, and 100 gift bags that delighted the youngest attendees.

More than just a party, Boogie Nights was a joyful invitation to connection—a way for families to experience
firsthand the kind of safe, welcoming, and imaginative programming we’re creating for youth in our
community. The energy in the room made it clear: Homer families are ready to dance, and we’re ready to

build spaces where kids can thrive.
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