
HappyHappy  
New Year!New Year!

We are sailing into 2025 at full steam! We rang in
the New Year with groups, trainings, and
community events that not only served our clients,
but also brought community resources with similar
missions under one roof. 

And we have even more on the horizon to be
excited about. Development is underway of a new
three year strategic plan that I’m excited to cover
in coming issues. And look out for news on a new
podcast. 

2025 is going to be a year of exciting updates, fun
collaborations, and lasting partnerships. Lets dig
into the next few pages to see the wheels already
turning. LET’S GO!
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Community Art and WellnessCommunity Art and WellnessCommunity Art and Wellness
We are very excited to be working with Homer Council on the Arts
on a community art and wellness project. Clinician Drue Smith is
working with HCOA Director, Scott Bartlett, on a teen art
installation that will involve teens from middle school through high
school age, first participating in school, then at the HCOA facility.
The focus of the project will be the relationship between art,
community, and wellness and is being funded by a grant from the
Alaska Council on the Arts, which was awarded to HCOA. 

Winter  Break  GroupsWinter  Break  Groups
Throughout the year, the teams at SPBHS are running therapeutic
groups both at the SPBHS campuses and in the community. During
the holiday season through New Years we had some extra special
groups happening. The Children’s Department staff and clients
were frequent flyers at Beluga Lake and at the ice rink. It was a
great opportunity for children to learn new skills. We had clients
going from never having skated and barely shuffling along the ice,
to independently skating and more importantly trying new things,
learning to rise to challenges, overcoming challenges, and
accomplishing. 

The Pride program had Christmas and New Year’s dinners together,
during which the residents of Brookside got stocking stuffers and
gift cards. These events highlight how a huge part of the skills
building and life teaching is community, and how culture plays into
our overall wellness. Bringing people together over a meal,
experiencing connectedness and joy together. We are thankful for
our staff that invest their time and energy into our clients and
recipients, we are thankful that we have been able to provide
meals, staff, and venues for these events. 
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January Anniversaries
2024 - Jeanne Clifford

2017 - Jay Bechtol

2003 - Dina Gherman



On January 28th, South Peninsula Behavioral Health Services was represented by Abby Ferrer, Rudy

Multz, and Ashley Moore at the 5th Annual Community Resource Connect, held at the SPARC

building. 
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CommunityCommunity  
Resource ConnectResource Connect  

The Kenai Peninsula Project Homeless Connect

describes the event as: “Community Resource

Connect is part of the Kenai Peninsula Project

Homeless Connect, whose mission is to help

those who are experiencing or at risk for

houselessness achieve stability.”

During the event, Abby served as an Intake

specialist, helping to collect information for

KPPHC, Rudy coordinated with other

community partners to help cover their booths,

which was an excellent opportunity to learn

more about other resources, and Ashley

covered the SPBHS booth, giving out over 30

snack packs, reflective vests, and educating

community members about SPBHS services. 




