
Seasons of Change
This fall at SPBHS we are rolling with the
changes, not from green grass and sunshine into
snow, but welcoming new staff to the agency
and celebrating others as they move on.
Connecting as a staff and connecting with the
community to spread education about the
services offered through SPBHS. Join us for the
next couple of pages as we celebrate our people
and what they do.
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The Center Stage

SPBHS

Brian Partridge, President
Tim Sheffel, Secretary 
Morris Richardson, Member
Ahnie Litecky, Member
Jocelyn Brown, Member
John Calhoun, Member

NOV 2ND ROTARY HEALTH
FAIR

NOV 15TH -  TEEN NIGHT AT
THE SPARC HOSTED BY
SPBHS 

NOV 21ST -  SPBHS BOARD
MEETING
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est 1979

Board of
Directors

November Events
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Staff BreakfastStaff BreakfastStaff Breakfast
Last month, SPBHS met at the University of Alaska’s
Kachemak Bay Campus for a staff wide breakfast, where a
number of our staff were recognized for years of service.
Some agency wide updates were given, and overall it was
just a great chance for staff across departments to connect,
play some games, and grow closer as an agency. 

1 Year: Laura Busby
Judy Kamara
Angela Smith

3 Year: Abby Ferrer

5 Year: Susan Burpee
Paul Eneboe
Kitty Stern 

10 Year: Juxia Scarpitta 

15 Year: Etta Toci

20 Year: Rudy Multz

Anniversary Awards
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Ruhiyyih Baker, with SPBHS Since 2009 and Ready to
Enjoy Retirement

“...her leadership is
recognized amongst other
DSPs. She has also gone

above and beyond to
support clients

participating in Statewide
Advocacy Summits,

Special Olympics National
games, several state

Special Olympics games
over the years she has

worked.”
MEG MITCHELL

  Par t  of  wr i t ing these stor ies  is  conduct ing
interviews or  using emai l  correspondence ,  then
compi l ing those notes and thoughts  into one
coherent  piece .  And whi le  that  was my plan for
Ruhiyyih ,  I  d iscovered that  nothing I  could wri te
would be more powerful  than the words of  her
supervisor ,  Meg Mitchel l :
   
 “Ruhiyyih is  an outstanding DSP who is
consistent ,  re l iable ,  k ind ,  respect fu l ,  f lexib le ,  fun
loving ,  hard working and a p leasure to be around.
She understands each c l ient  she works wi th very
wel l ,  their  s t rengths ,  and preferences .  Ruhiyyih is
a team player  and shares many great  ideas wi th
other  DSPs and the team around the c l ients  she
serves .  Ruhiyyih has had many chal lenging
cl ients  and she has worked with other  DSPs to
f ind a way for  the c l ient  to access the community
in ways they were never  a l lowed to do in the
past  and the c l ient  and fami ly  benef i t ted f rom
the exper iences and s low process the team
accompl ished for  this  c l ient .  Ruhiyyih ’s
perseverance to do an excel lent  job is  evident
everyday she comes to work ,  she never  g ives up ,
in  fact  she gives and gives to a l l .  She wi l l  be
missed and we wi l l  be ta lk ing about  her  and
missing her  together  for  a  long whi le . ”  

Thank you Ruhiyyih ,  for  being an example .  For
being an advocate for  you c l ients ,  and for  making
us your work home a l l  these years .
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September/October/November
Anniversaries

Dan Del Missier - 2003
Robin Daugherty - 2012
Laura Busby - 2023

September

October
Etta Toci - 2009
Shane Kilcher - 2012
Kathie Baldwin - 2020
Drue Smith - 2022

November
Rudy Multz - 2004
Juxia Scarpitta- 2014
Judy Kamara - 2023

Fun Fact: Over 60% of the Staff at SPBHS have been with the agency
for over 5 years. And about 70% of those staff members (over 40% of
our total staff) have been at the agency for 10 years or longer! 
Roughly 14% of our staff have been with us for over 20 years. 




